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NEF Awards College President 2010 Carol A. Kueker Construction

Education Visionary Award

NEF award recognizes individuals for their passion and dedication to construction education.

CLEMSON, S.C., June 30, 2010 – The NAWIC Education Foundation (NEF) awarded the 2010 Carol A. Kueker Construction Visionary Award to Dan Graham, founder and president of the Northwest College of Construction in Portland, Ore. Graham was given the award for his leadership in promoting construction education through his work and involvement with opening the college. As president, he provides executive oversight to its eight apprenticeship trades and training committees, among many duties.

Graham has built several decades-long experience in recognizing the shortages in the construction skilled trades and taking steps to address those needs. After graduating from Portland State University, he worked for Star Fish Marine Construction. He received his master’s from Fuller Seminary in Pasadena, Calif., and worked at the Oregon Employment Department where he first witnessed the trades labor shortages in the construction industry. In his career as a training coordinator for Steps to Success, Graham managed vocational training programs to help individuals on welfare to become self-sufficient. His next career step was at the Associated General Contractors where he served as the workforce manager. He was responsible for developing, managing and evaluating the Oregon-Columbia AGC chapter’s educational and training services. His growing awareness of the shortages in construction labor and his work and involvement with construction education culminated in his role as founder and president of Northwest College of Construction, which opened its doors in 2006. Graham spearheaded efforts to open the college, which was supported by four area construction organizations. 

In nominating Graham for the Carol A. Kueker award, Carol Holms, president-elect of the Portland Chapter, quoted his friend of 20 years, John Rumler who commented, “Dan Graham was worked quietly and steadily, with great perseverance and patience, over the last 20 years to create and expand opportunities for women and minorities in the building trades. He’s done so by creating an open and friendly atmosphere and by overcoming skepticism and earning the trust and respect of his peers throughout the region.” 

Nancy Eaton, NEF president, says Graham’s vision for the college and construction education was impressive. “Dan is a true visionary, and it’s appropriate that we are recognizing him during the Crystal Vision Banquet [at the NAWIC Convention]. Throughout his life, he has demonstrated a commitment to the construction industry and over time has developed a vision for the potential and success of this industry. He realizes that training is key to meeting the labor needs that we face. We are delighted to recognize him with this honor,” says Eaton, CCA, CIT, CDS.

The Carol A. Kueker memorial award recognizes nonmembers of NAWIC for their passion and dedication to NEF programs and the promotion of construction education through a variety of avenues. The special award is given to select individuals meeting the high caliber of achievements demonstrated by Kueker. It is named in honor of the late Carol A. Kueker, a long-time trustee and volunteer who served as president of NEF. Kueker was instrumental in promoting the core purpose and goals of the organization.

The NAWIC Education Foundation was founded in 1972 by volunteers from the National Association of Women in Construction who saw a need for quality training programs in the construction industry. Based in Clemson, S.C., NEF is responsible for administering a variety of K-12 programs that help educate today’s youth to pursue construction careers. In addition, NEF offers a full range of self-study courses for adults. NEF maintains partnering agreements with various education-related organizations that allow it to expand its offerings of educational courses, many of which are offered online. NEF is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c) 3 non-profit educational foundation to which tax-deductible contributions can be made.



The core purpose of the NAWIC Education Foundation is to educate the construction industry today … and tomorrow. Its goals are to provide quality education programs for the construction industry and to promote the benefits of a career in the industry. For additional information about NEF, including its educational courses, go to www.nawiceducation.org, send an e-mail to nef@bellsouth.net or call (866) 277-2883.
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